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FAQs

What is "Test to Stay"? Test to Stay is an option K-12 schools can use, in many cases, to
safely avoid quarantine and keep students in the classroom after exposure to someone infected
with COVID-19. In-person instruction gives students the best learning opportunity. Test to Stay is
based on schools and/or parents using rapid test kits to test students and staff. ****While Test to
Stay is a helpful tool, it is not a substitute for vaccination of eligible students and staff, wearing
masks, or physical distancing.

How does Test to Stay work? Under Test to Stay, if an unvaccinated student or
staff member is determined to have been in contact with someone with COVID-19,
they would not have to quarantine at home but could continue attending school as
long as they do not have symptoms, agree (for a child, their parents agree) to be
tested and wear a mask for 10 days. The individual must be tested within five to
seven days after the close contact and if they test negative, they can remain in
school. If they test positive, they must be isolated at home. If tests are available to
conduct a second test, then these should be done at least 24 hours after the first
test but are not required. The tests could be performed by appropriate school staff
or by parents at home using rapid tests.

Do all schools have to implement a Test to Stay option? No. This is a district or
private school decision. However, Test to Stay is an effective way to reduce days
out of the classroom while reducing the risk of transmission of COVID-19 to protect
the health of students, teachers, and staff. DHEC strongly recommends South
Carolina school districts implement Test to Stay as one of the ways to help keep
students in the classroom and not lose time due to quarantine.



Will MSA accept At Home Covid Test Results acquired by parents? Yes, MSA
will accept At Home Covid Test for the TTS program. However, DHEC recommends
schools accept results from rapid tests performed by parents at home, which
parents should provide on a school-authorized attestation form; Parents may use
any rapid at-home test that has received emergency use authorization by the Food
and Drug Administration (FDA).

If a student is exposed to a positive case outside of school, can they Test to
Stay?Yes. Someone who is a household contact who can remain physically
separated from the person with COVID-19 can participate in Test to Stay, meaning
they could stay in school but must be tested within five to seven days after last
contact. If they test negative, they can remain in school. If they test positive, they
must be isolated at home.

Do fully vaccinated students need to use “Test to Stay”? No. A fully vaccinated
student doesn’t have to quarantine if they are a close contact. The student must
wear a mask for 10 days, is recommended to get tested five days after the last
contact with the person who has COVID, and watch for symptoms.

Are there other no-quarantine options for close contacts if MSA didn’t
participate in Test to Stay? Yes. 1) Anyone who is exposed but recently had
COVID-19 within the last 90 days (positive PCR or antigen test) can stay in school,
but they must wear a mask for 10 days, and monitor for symptoms. 2) If a student is
exposed but fully vaccinated, they can stay in school but must wear a mask for 10
days. It is recommended to be tested five days after the last contact with the person
with COVID and watch for symptoms.

How can I get a rapid test for the Test to Stay Program? Rapid tests are
available at no cost at many public health departments and through the Federal
Government. The link for ordering At-Home Covid tests is www.COVIDtests.gov.

http://www.covidtests.gov


Tests are also available for purchase at many pharmacies and retail stores. DHEC
recommends that schools accept any rapid test that has an emergency use
authorization from the FDA.

Will MSA still offer PCR Saliva Covid Testing? Yes, MSA’s Covid PCR Saliva
Testing will continue.  An additional testing day will be offered each week. Testing
will be offered most Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 7:30 - 10am.  All
persons interested in participating must contact the school nurse for registration
and instructions regarding testing.  Please email schoolnurse@msasc.org for
further information.  ***testing dates and times are subject to change.

Will I still be notified if there is a positive case in my child’s classroom? Yes,
MSA Health Services and Administration will use the same notification procedure
previously used and will continue to communicate to you for all Covid positive cases
or close contact exposures identified.

Is the Infant/ Toddler Childcare Program eligible for Test to Stay?
Unfortunately, the Infant/Toddler Childcare Program is exempt from the Test to Stay
option***The Infant and Toddler Program will continue to follow previous SC DHEC and DSS guidance
with the isolation period (exclusion from MSA) remaining 10 days because they are unable to mask and are
not vaccine eligible. We continue to seek further guidance from SC DHEC, apprising them of the
challenges faced by infant and toddler families who are affected by these quarantines.

What happens if there is a positive Covid case in my child’s classroom? The
positive case will be identified and parents will be notified of the close contact.
Exposed students will remain in the classroom as long as they are not experiencing
symptoms and wear masks through day 10. Day 5-7 exposed students must test via
one of the DHEC approved methods and provide proof of negative test to remain in the
classroom.  If the parent administers Test to Stay, Attestation of Home Test document
must be completed by the parent or guardian and submitted to school prior to their
return.

mailto:schoolnurse@msasc.org


If I do not want my child to mask or test, what can I do? There will be a 10 day
quarantine option that will apply for those children whose parents do not want them to
test or wear masks. "Test to Stay" is an option for those who want to participate in
accordance with DHEC's guidelines.


