
2021-2022 MSA COVID Mitigation Strategy  (Rev. 01/16/2022)
(Updates are noted in italics.)

This is an outline of our 2021-2022 COVID mitigation strategy. Please refer to the MSA Campus
Handbook and Program Supplements for more detailed information and program-specific
policies. These policies will be continuously reviewed and may be updated based on
recommendations from government agencies, with the goal of keeping our community healthy
and our children attending school in person and with the hope of relaxing measures as soon as it
is possible to do so.

Given the rise of the Omicron variant and the current increase in community infection rate, we
strongly encourage eligible MSA students (5 and older) to get the vaccine or, if already
vaccinated, to get the booster if age-eligible. (NOTE: The vaccine is not fully effective until two
weeks after the last dose.)

MITIGATION GUIDANCE
Classrooms:

● Arrival and dismissal temperature screening
● Students will remain with their classroom/cohort indoors.
● Social distancing of 3 feet to the extent possible
● Air purifiers in every classroom and open windows for added circulation
● Hand sanitizer will be available in classrooms (Primary-High School).
● Hand sanitizing/washing and Respiratory Etiquette will be emphasized.
● Water fountains will not be operational. (Water bottles will be required.)
● Regular cleaning and sanitizing throughout the day and advanced cleaning and sanitizing

nightly. (Electrostatic sprayers will provide quick and thorough sanitation of larger
spaces.)

● Campus visitors will be screened and complete a COVID questionnaire.
● Classroom visitors will be limited. (See mask policy below.)
● Field trips will be limited, considered on a case-by-case basis.

Masks:
● We strongly recommend that all students (PR-HS) and faculty/staff wear a mask.
● We ask that all students (PR-HS) and faculty/staff keep a mask on campus in the event

that it may be needed.
● Masks will also be available in the main office and each classroom (PR-HS).



● Circumstances when one may be required to wear a mask, include but are not limited to:
○ When a visitor is in the classroom.
○ When a student becomes symptomatic during the school day and is waiting to be

picked up.
○ When returning from holiday breaks, due to a virus surge.
○ When returning to school after isolation/quarantine. (See details below in the

highlighted section).

Testing:
● MSA has partnered with the Clemson University CLIA lab to be able to offer Covid-19

PCR saliva testing to students (PR-HS) and staff at no cost.
● Testing is available on Mondays and Fridays in the main office and registration must be

completed prior to testing in order to receive the necessary QR code.
● Younger students (Primary and Lower Elementary age) must be accompanied by an

adult when testing.
● Test results are sent directly to the individual, but a positive test result should be reported

to MSA within 24 hours.
● The Clemson University lab reports all positive results to SC DHEC for contact tracing

and isolation/quarantine guidance.
● While testing is optional, we strongly encourage our community members to participate in

testing regularly as this screening tool often helps us identify and isolate positive cases
before an individual is symptomatic.

EXCLUSION GUIDANCE
Exclusion List:

● Students and Faculty/Staff will be excluded from in-person school if they have:
○ Any one (1) of the following:

■ Fever -or
■ Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing  -or
■ Loss of taste or  smell  -or
■ New or worsening  cough -or
■ Diarrhea -or
■ Nausea or vomiting

○ Any two (2) of the following:
■ Sore throat
■ Muscle  or  body  aches
■ Chills
■ Fatigue
■ Headache
■ Congestion or runny  nose

Isolation/Quarantine:
● The CDC recently updated the isolation and quarantine guidelines for the general public

and healthcare workers. While this guidance is used to inform our policies, as a school
and childcare provider we must take into consideration the needs and risks associated
with our specific community. SC DHEC guidelines will be followed for any mandated
isolation/quarantine, student/family notification, and contact tracing, but MSA reserves
the right to take a more cautious approach in the policies established for isolation and
quarantine periods. After review of the recently updated CDC guidelines as well as the
1/1/22, 1/9/22, and 1/15/22 updates to the SC DHEC guidance for schools and childcare



centers, Administration in collaboration with the MSA Health and Safety Task Force has
revised our Isolation and Quarantine policy to reflect the guidelines as noted in the SC
DHEC Covid-19 Guidance for K-12 Schools and Childcare Centers.  See below:

○ ISOLATION (COVID positive), required regardless of vaccination status
■ The 10-day isolation period (exclusion from MSA) is being shortened to 5

days.  In order to return to MSA on Day 6, students and staff must-
● Be asymptomatic or provide documented improvement of

symptoms (note from parent or health practitioner). In either
case, must be 24-hr. fever-free without the aid of meds.

● Continue to wear a mask on days 6 -10 while at school. For
infants and toddlers, the isolation period (exclusion from
MSA) will remain 10 days because they are unable to mask.

○ QUARANTINE (Exposure to COVID positive)
■ If you can provide documentation of having been fully vaccinated

(including booster for recommended age groups) or of having been
infected with Covid-19 within the last 90 days, quarantine will not be
required. In order to return to MSA, students and staff must-

● Wear a mask while around others for 10 days. For infants and
toddlers, the quarantine period (exclusion from MSA) will
remain 10 days because they are unable to mask.

● Have a negative Covid-19 test no sooner than day 5 in the case
of household close contacts. (See household exposure guidance
below.) Home tests are not accepted at this time.

● Follow isolation guidelines if symptoms develop or the test result
is positive.

■ If you completed the primary series of Pfizer or Moderna vaccine over 6
months ago and are not boosted, or completed the primary series of J&J
over 2 months ago and are not boosted, or are unvaccinated, SC DHEC
now provides options for the duration of quarantine for K-12 only:

● Complete a 10-day quarantine with no symptoms during daily
at-home monitoring. May return to school on Day 11.

● Complete a 5-day quarantine with no symptoms during daily
at-home monitoring. Wear a mask around others for days 6-10.
A viral test collected no sooner than day 5 is recommended and
should be performed. Home tests are not accepted at this time.
(Follow isolation guidelines if symptoms develop or the test result
is positive.) May return to school on Day 6.

● Test-to-stay: MSA is not currently enrolled in a test-to-stay
program.

■ Quarantine periods for household exposure may extend beyond the
isolation period for the Covid-19 positive person. This means that the
quarantine period for a household exposure could exceed 10 days
depending on the timeline and the ability to separate.

■ Testing of vaccinated close contacts living in a household with someone
in isolation that cannot be separated should occur 5 days after the end of
isolation for the person diagnosed with COVID-19.  The close contact
must wear a mask in school through Day 10 after the household
COVID-19 case ends isolation.

■ The day of a positive test result or onset of symptoms is considered day
"0".



○ RETURN TO SCHOOL
■ All returns to school after exposure or infection must be cleared through

MSA Nursing Services/Administration.
■ In a crisis staffing condition, updated (1/15/22) SC DHEC guidelines

allow school teachers and staff who are not maximally (up-to-date)
vaccinated and who have been exposed to COVID-19 but have no
symptoms to work, as long as they have a negative test on day 5 after
their exposure and wear a mask for 10 days after exposure.

■ If traveling outside of the United States, notify the school nurse before
travel to determine the student’s “return to school plan.”
(schoolnurse@msasc.org)

● Exposure outside of school or at school may result in students or faculty/staff completing
a DHEC required Isolation/quarantine. (No credits or refunds will be given for days
missed.) Knowingly failing to report exposure to Covid-19 or failing to report a positive
Covid-19 test result, may lead to immediate dismissal. (No credits or refunds will be
issued in such circumstances.)

● When appropriate for the age, remote (virtual instruction) or at-home school work will be
provided to students in isolation or quarantine. (This does not apply to students on
vacation or for any absence other than COVID.)

mailto:schoolnurse@msasc.org

